
London Mayor’s Transport Strategy in Barnet 
Our “Don’t Lose Your Way” project in Barnet has taken a new turn. Our primary objective is to add routes 
that should have been recorded on the Definitive Map when it was first drawn up, most urgently those with 
historical evidence to support their existence, before the cut-off date of 2026. We were ready to submit our 
first applications for Definitive Map Modifications Orders (DMMO) to claim historic routes in Finchley.  
 
We recognised that this would create an increased workload in an area where Barnet have had little work in 
recent years, and therefore wanted to find ways of working with Barnet Highways Department to minimise 
the workload of processing these claims. When we met them, they were preparing a Local Implementation 
Plan (LIP) to bid for money from Transport for London as part of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy. We 
supported the inclusion of projects for 2019-20 to encourage people to walk, cycle and use public transport: 

 Define a borough-wide strategic walking & cycling network. 
 Develop Walkable Neighbourhoods plans for areas of the borough, exploring links between home 

with work, schools, transport nodes, leisure activities.  
 Targeted improvements to public footpaths and strategic walks. 
 Develop / refresh walking publications and make available via an app, a historic walking guide, 

circular walks, and linking routes from stations to the London Loop etc. 
 
As a consequence of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy, the climate for walking has changed so dramatically in 
the Borough that we felt encouraged to discuss the statutory duties of Barnet as a Highway Authority. One is 
the requirement to draw up a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) in section 60 of the CROW Act 2000. 
Barnet have never produced a ROWIP. It would be the ideal place to draw together their plans for walking 
and cycling.  
 
In addition, the Countryside Act of 1949 allowed “fully developed areas” to be excluded from the Definitive 
Map survey. This exemption was removed by the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (for all except Inner 
London Boroughs). From that date, the London Borough of Barnet should have been recording ALL footpaths 
on the Definitive Map – including the urban alleys. Enfield recorded their urban footpaths a long while ago: if 
you look on the OS Explorer map of London North, you will see many green dashed “public rights of way” in 
urban Enfield. Haringey has gone through the process over the last decade, so the latest OS map looks very 
different from a 10 year old one. To add urgency, we have identified many errors in the Definitive Map for 
Barnet (not updated since originally drawn up in the 1950s).  
 
Almost all of the DMMO applications we wish to make to claim historic routes would be unnecessary if the 
Definitive Map were updated. We therefore suggested that it should be included in the Local 
Implementation Plan, and it has been added as a longer term objective: 

 Add urban footpaths to the Definitive Map of public rights of way, and prepare a Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan (2020-2025) 

This is of course a longer timescale than we would want, and we will be pressing to see it given higher 
priority. 
 
We are very happy to work with Barnet Council on their LIP projects for 2019-20, and have already prepared 
a map of urban alleys which should be recorded on the Definitive Map.  There is also funding for small 
projects on a short timescale, and we suggested drainage and soft surfacing of the permissive path running 
alongside Folly Brook to Southover by the Woodside Park Club, linking to Michleham Down and 
Chanctonbury Way. The work should be in progress before this Stile edition goes to press. 
If you have suggestions of historic ways that should be prioritised or local links that could be improved, 
please email hnmdontloseyourway@gmail.com. 
 
Darlands Nature Reserve  
Another exciting initiative in Barnet is the creation of a new charity The Darlands Conservation Trust to take 
over management of Darlands Nature Reserve from Barnet Council on a long lease. This charming nature 
reserve with its pretty lake has been sadly neglected by Barnet Council for decades. The board of the new 
charity, chaired by Dianne Murphy of the London Wildlife Trust, has members from Residents Associations 
around it, so it will be cared for by local residents. 


